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ABSTRACT: The world has changed and as it entered the digital world, the crises of the postmodern world 
have increased. Now, a large portion of human life is seen online and the crises, the suffering and their 
different form are being continuously observed online. Maggie Gee’s characters also rightly reflect these 
issues in The White Family and The Flood. The twenty-first century is marked by information explosion. The 
most revolutionary feature is the digitalization of all sources of information and knowledge. Digitalization is 
unique in its utility value as a postmodern feature. Many scholars have addressed the implications of the 
digitalization across many domains of social life. Digitalization is one of the- if not the-defining 
characteristics of the contemporary era and therefore the world of literature is not free from its impact. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
The twenty-first century is marked by 
explosion of information communication 
technology. Computer technology is being applied 
in almost all the fields and the use of e-media has 
become almost universal. Social networking 
through Internet, Twitter, Facebook and other 
vehicles has become an integral part of the daily 
routine. One of the most revolutionary features is a 
digitalization of all sources of information and 
knowledge. Whatever is available for storing is 
being kept in the digitalized format. It has given a 
secure medium for storing and distributing 
information throughout the world.  
Technology is the engine of growth and 
development of these days. Technology has 
revolutionized the modes of transport with 
supersonic jets and nuclear-powered ships, bullet 
trains and superfast cars. The entire globe is held in 
your hands on account of the recent developments 
in communications. It is predicted that the desk-top 
computers have become anachronistic museum 
pieces and the some fate looms large over laptops 
as the mobile apps have all the facilities of 
retrieving and disseminating information to all the 
corners of the globe at the click of a button.  
The world has changed and as it entered 
the digital world. The crisis of the contemporary 
postmodern world has increased. A large chunk of 
human life came online and the crisis, the suffering 
increased further. Maggie Gee's characters too 
focused on that as they displaced from one place to 
another but as they got uprooted their sadness, their 
problems too got uprooted and traveled with them 
and this was not going to end so soon as long as the 
contemporary postmodern world stands. New 
theories will come out but the problems will remain 
the same and will depends on how they are dealt 
with.  
Digitalized World in The White Family and The 
Flood  
Darren White makes use of the digitalized 
format in his work as a writer of journalistic 
features. The entire publishing industry has taken 
recourse to the format of digitalization. The 
hospital is the place where the application of 
digitalization is noticed everywhere. Right from the 
patient’s admission to the hospital to his discharge 
from there, all information related to each patient is 
put in digital format. The science and art of library 
keeping now depends completely on the 
digitalization. Thomas Lovell works on such a 
situation in which he is surrounded by 
digitalization. This is a feature of the postmodernist 
times. It is a mechanized system but it has a 
compact space-saving and security oriented 
application. Digitalization is unique in its utility 
value as a postmodern feature.  
Pop is the abbreviation of popular. Scott 
F. Fitzgerald in his novel The Great Gatsby 
heralded the jazz age. Rock stars brought the 
rock’n roll music that made the dancers move 
speedily and jerk elastically, twist and disco were 
the dances set to the loud rhythmic beats. This pop 
music has gone through the reins of the 
dramaticality. Pop-art is heralded by Pablo Picasso, 
as he attempted to draw, what he saw mentally and 
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impressionistically. Modern art and paintings are 
designed through the lens within. 
Popular literature too has enthralled the 
hearts of millions of readers. A writer like Stephen 
King has produced about sixty novels which are all 
the bestsellers. The modern forms in literature / 
literary work have moulded the artistic tastes of the 
public at large. The pop-arts have ushered in the 
pop-culture. In a novel like The White Family the 
reflections of the pop culture are noticed almost at 
every page. What these persons wear as their 
costumes have marks of the new pop-culture 
whether it is a headgear put on by May or Shirley 
or it is the bag that May carried and which came 
out with the bundles of currency notes that Winston 
handed over to May. Whatever they eat or drink 
such as pizzas or sausages or Coke or Pepsi have 
all become a part and parcel of the present day 
culture in the postmodern times of the twenty first 
century.  
The age of postmodernism is known as the 
age of IT-Information Technology. People are 
more hungry for information-even stray bits of it 
rather than for food. Information is coming in from 
all the directions. From every nook and corner, the 
print and electronic media is disseminating news 
and information of all types. Even before breakfast, 
the newspapers are preferred.  Not a single moment 
is spent without radio and films. The home has 
become a theatre. All these marks of postmodernist 
way of life and the craving for information are 
present in the novel The White Family.  
The only thing she’d known 
about her adoption was the 
name of her family, which 
was all too common. Then, 
with the murder, there were 
pictures in the papers. She 
looked in the paper and saw 
her mother. (Gee: 2002, p. 
412) 
This is younger Shirley, thinner, more 
thoughtful, little gold glasses. Through the papers 
and the news of the murder committed by Dirk and 
the photographs of the members of The White 
family in the papers, younger Shirley met Shirley 
the elder, her mother and her two siblings. They 
arrived at the graveyard to bury Alfred White, the 
Park Keeper.  
What they saw was chaos, 
No one could park. The 
press was there, in banks, in 
droves, shoving cameras and 
microphones in the faces of 
weeping shouting, reluctant 
people. Darren got out 
blinking mining, oddly fish-
like as he took it in, as if he 
had never seen this before, 
though he must often have 
seen it before but never 
before when it was his 
father. (Gee: 2002, p. 413). 
In these days, the press has become an 
omnipresent and omnipotent force to reckon with. 
How do you feel now? Is what they will ask to 
satisfy the curiosity of the information seekers? 
Their flashes, their microphones have become just 
a part of their set-up now. Their cameras are almost 
inseparable from them as they require to catch a 
shape of whatever is happening. 
Speed is the most important tool in the 
busy schedule of these times. People rush from 
morning to evening to catch the vehicles for 
conveyance. Buses, trains, ships and planes- all are 
now within the reach of everyone. These are the jet 
set times.  
It struck Shirley and Thomas 
at the same moment, and 
their eyes met, briefly, 
apprehensive, as the man 
snatched up his bleak tray in 
disgust and turned, with a 
little flounce of anger and 
tiredness – It was Darren, of 
course. Darren’s tanned 
face, which gaped and grew 
pinker the moment he saw 
them. He had come after all, 
the prodigal son. ‘Darren 
White, Voice of the Left, 
Man of the People’ as the 
papers called him. A jet-
lagged man with an 
American twang, making a 
mean little scene in a cafe. 
(Gee: 2002, p. 89) 
Darren, the oldest son of the White family 
of Alfred and May, is a person who belongs to this 
age of supersonic speed. He has travelled with a 
supersonic speed to reach the hospital from a place 
beyond seven seas.  
Nothing but speed counts now-a-days. 
There was a saying that, time is money. However, 
now, this has become a half-truth since now, time 
with ‘speed’ is money.  
Today, digitalization is a buzz ward. 
Almost all the systems, in every walk of the life, 
have become absolute. Digitalization is a 
technological advance. All the yardsticks which are 
used to measure the length, the breadth and the 
depth of the mater have become digitalized.  
In the novel, The Flood, this digitalized 
world is presented by the administrative machinery 
that controls the city. The waters of The Flood are 
continuously rising; the rain has been pouring 
down cats and dogs for a number of days. Mr. 
Bliss, The President and his colleagues in the 
administrative set-up make every effort to face the 
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natural calamity. They are using all the 
sophisticated measures available in today’s 
digitalized world. They even try to divert the 
attention of the citizens through the broadcasts and 
the telecasts on radio and television which have 
also become completely digitalized. The 
organization of the City Gala is another digitalized 
show that is deliberately arranged. The 
contemporary world is indeed the world that has 
become a digitalized world as shown in the novel 
The Flood. 
The observatory is the centre of observing 
the astronomical wonders in the space. The age is 
remarkable for its space technology and rocket 
technology. The technical culture has enveloped all 
the aspects of human life. There is no part of life 
that is not touched by technology in these days. 
The making of the motorway is also a 
technological marvel of the contemporary times. 
Techno-culture is a part and parcel of the 
postmodern world and the, postmodern life-style. 
Maggie Gee in her novel ‘The Flood’ has presented 
this feature of postmodernism.  
Popularity is what sells the products. 
Advertisements are the main tools to decide the 
test/ likings of the consumers. The public is swayed 
by the advertisements. The Popularity is the only 
criterion that runs the markets, fashions, trends and 
styles which are determined definitely by 
popularity. The marketability of a product decides 
its popularity. Products/ items which are consumed 
in a large number become quite popular. There are 
waves of popularity as the public tastes and public 
opinions continue to change. Popular culture makes 
people aware of writings which have gained 
popularity, of songs which are sung by the public 
and also heard or seen on the television. Films are a 
part and parcel of popular culture. That is why in 
the City Gala celebrations of the popular artists 
from various fields had assembled to give a 
glimpse of the popular culture of the present times. 
The film stars, the opera dancers and singers, the 
stage personalities, the writers, poets and 
dramatists and the entertainers of all types 
assembled to mark the event of City Gala. Their 
presence was there to cash in their popularity. The 
crowds grew thicker, finding call the popular 
celebrities together to increase the standard of the 
public festival with joy and merry-making. The 
reflection of such a grand exhibition of pop-culture 
is a feature of postmodernism noticed in Maggie 
Gee’s novel The Flood. 
The audio and video equipment has come 
into a full bloom these days. Radio, television and 
films have encompassed the whole of life in the 
postmodern age of these days. The City Gala 
celebrations were meant to divert the public 
attention from the natural calamity of the flood and 
the consequences of the same on the life of the 
people. On the day of celebrations. 
Only the creme de la creme 
have been chosen, the 
people the city defines itself 
by, the rich, the celebrities, 
the people who count the 
styles and the faces that are 
known and copied, stars, 
actors, leaders, beauties, all 
the names baptized in the 
tabloids, famous chefs and 
fashionist as, ballet-dancers 
and fancy hair dressers, 
horoscope-writers and 
football players, game-show 
hosts and TV presenters, all 
the showmen who make 
people happy, plus a salting 
of ‘real people’ like Elroy, 
people who have climbed to 
the top of something worthy, 
firemen, ambulance men, 
doctors, police, who are glad 
and embarrassed to see the 
celebrities, staring at them 
hungrily, sharply assessing, 
wanting to laugh, to sneer, 
to wave, sharing space-time 
with them at last, the dream-
figures, the screen-figures... 
And yet, they are proud the 
celebs are here. All the 
guests have a glow, as they 
mount the stairs, their shoe-
soles massaged by the 
rouge-red carpet, and 
caressive little thoughts flit 
around like bluebirds – 
‘everyone who’s anyone is 
here, my dear’ – and they 
are here, thank God they 
have made it; the bluebirds 
of happiness perch on their 
shoulders; against long odds, 
home safe, home free; 
anyone who’s anyone, my 
dear, is here: (Gee: 2004, p. 
235). 
Film actors, TV anchors, radio jockeys 
and other celebrities on the Media Channels have 
assembled on the City Gala day. The gathering 
presented the representatives of all sorts of non-
print media. Broadcasting, telecasting, screening 
and presenting are in full swing. There is the air of 
the media hype in the present postmodern age.  
Speed has dominated life of the present 
days. Speed at its fastest is the supersonic speed 
and that is the speed of the jet planes that fly at the 
speed that goes beyond the speed of the sound 
waves. Thousands of miles are not a great distance 
in these days of speed. A business executive gets 
up early in Tokyo, takes his breakfast in Bangarook 
and has his lunch in London and dinner in San 
Maggie Gee’s Digitalized World: A Perspective on Condition-of-England Novels with special reference to The White Family and The Flood  
 
Asian Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies, 4(9) August, 2016 200 
Francisco and halts at night in Melbourne. The 
same is the way in which Darren White has come 
to attend the City Gala day. 
CONCLUSIONS: 
 The advances in the science and 
technology are directly affecting the style and 
living of public at large. Computer, internet, TV, 
transistor have completely transformed major 
portion the world population in their views, 
opinions, out looks, of thinking, style, philosophy 
of life and so on. In the digital world, things are 
there are not there, ‘on’ or ‘off’. There is no in-
between. Digitalization has come to refer to the 
structuring of many and diverse domains of social 
life around digital communication and media 
infrastructure. 
 The scholars have addressed the 
implications of the digitalization across many 
domains of social life. Digitalization is one of the- 
if not the-defining characteristics of the 
contemporary era and therefore the world of 
literature is not free from its impact. These are 
number of ways that scholars have analyzed how 
digitalization shapes the contemporary world, for 
example, rise of globalization the expansion of 
economy beyond national borders. It is also 
significant to note that the globalization and 
digitalization of economy has eroded national 
sovereignty, reshaped conceptions of materiality 
and place, and facilitated new circulations of 
culture, capital, commodities and people.  
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